
Senator Karla Bigham
Proudly Serving Cottage Grove, Hastings, Newport, South St. Paul, St. Paul Park, 
Afton, Denmark Township, Nininger Township, Grey Cloud Island Township

2018 SESSION REPORT
Greetings Friends and Neighbors:

The 2018 legislative session ended May 20. It is an honor to 
serve as your new state senator and provide an update about 
what lawmakers did and did not accomplish. Members of our 
local communities did an incredible job advocating for the 
causes they care about. Thank you for your letters, phone calls, 
and emails. 

I’m especially excited about bipartisan agreements this year on 
priorities like public construction projects, the 3M settlement, 
and support for our courageous emergency responders. To learn 
more, read this report and contact me with your questions. 
I look forward to visiting with you this summer and fall. 
Lawmakers return to St. Paul for the 2019 session in January. 

Sincerely,

Email: sen.karla.bigham@senate.mn, Phone: (651) 297-8060

Facebook: karlabighamforstatesenate, Twitter: @Karlabigham 

Sign up for updates at: www.senate.mn/senatorbigham

Bonding Bill
The Legislature approved a bipartisan 
bonding bill that appropriates resources to 
construct the HERO Center in Cottage Grove 
and the SMART Center for Dakota County. 
Both facilities will improve training and 
learning opportunities for law enforcement 
and ultimately keep our communities safer. 
The bonding bill also finances water quality 
improvements at Seidl’s Lake, maintenance 
at the Hastings Veterans home, security 
improvements to public school facilities, and 
resources to maintain our top-notch parks 
and trails. 

Sen. Bigham 2018 Legislative Successes
3M Settlement
The Legislature established a water quality and sustainability 
account in the state’s remediation fund to house the $850 million 
settlement the state reached with 3M. As a result, settlement 
resources will be protected for their intended use: providing safe, 
clean drinking water for East Metro communities. 

Pension Stability
The Legislature used a shared-sacrifice approach to ensure the 
long-term fiscal stability of public pensions. Active employees, 
employers, retirees, and the state are all part of the solution. The 
bill passed unanimously in the Senate and near unanimously in 
the House. 



Taxes
The Governor vetoed two tax bills this year. As a result, 
Minnesota is significantly out of conformity with new 
federal tax laws. The majority party waited until nearly 
the end of session to release their conformity plan, 
which left little time for public input on a massive tax 
overhaul. The resulting bill was sent to the Governor 
packaged with controversial policy that they knew he 
would veto. There is still time to prevent headaches 
next year for one-third of taxpayers who itemize their 
returns. The roughly two-thirds of Minnesotans who do 
not itemize are unlikely to face a cumbersome process 
when filing taxes in 2019.

Opioid Addiction
A bipartisan coalition of lawmakers tried to address 
the opioid epidemic by requiring pharmaceutical 
companies to pay one penny for every opiate painkiller 
sold. A “penny-a-pill” fee would generate $20 million 
annually for treatment and local government costs. 
The Senate approved a modified version of the bill 
containing a registration fee on manufacturers and 
wholesalers by a margin of 60-6, but Republican 
leadership killed the bill in the House after strong 
opposition from pharmaceutical industry lobbyists. As 
a result, taxpayers will continue to shoulder 100% of 
costs stemming from the opioid epidemic.

Emergency K-12 School Aid
Republican lawmakers’ supplemental budget 
completely ignored Governor Dayton’s plan to 
appropriate $137 million in emergency school 
aid, which he introduced in response to reports 
of imminent budget shortfalls at dozens of school 
districts. As a result, classrooms sizes will continue to 
grow, which means kids will receive less individualized 
attention.

More Successes in 2018

2018 Legislative Disappointments

Emergency Responders
The Legislature added Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD) as a qualifying condition for first responder 
workers’ compensation claims. As a result, firefighters, 
police officers, and EMTs impacted by traumatic 
experiences can receive benefits when a claim related 
to PTSD is approved.

Credit Freeze Fees
Lawmakers passed legislation banning credit freeze 
fees in response to the 2017 Equifax data breach. The 
credit reporting agency’s negligence resulted in the 
theft of private consumer data, like Social Security 
numbers, from half of all Americans last summer. 

Little Alan’s Law
In response to the tragic death of a young boy in 
Chisago County, the Legislature made current DWI 
offenses applicable to individuals who operate 
snowmobiles, ATVs, and motorboats. Lawmakers also 
applied the “not a drop” zero tolerance law for people 
under age 21. The bill, named “Little Alan’s Law,” passed 
with near unanimous support.

Sex Trafficking Awareness Training
The Legislature required--at no cost to taxpayers--
annual training for individuals who work at hotels and 
motels. The goal is to improve the hospitality industry’s           
ability to recognize potential victims and report crimes  
to law enforcement.

Elder Abuse 
In response to media coverage of abuse and neglect 
at nursing homes and assisted living facilities last year, 
Governor Dayton convened a consumer working group 
led by AARP Minnesota. The working group created a list 
of recommendations that reflected feedback from victims, 
advocates, family members, direct care workers, and facility 
staff members. Consumer advocates urged lawmakers to act 
swiftly and pass legislation to hold providers accountable, 
strengthen and improve the system used to report abuse, 
and empower vulnerable Minnesotans and their families.
A bipartisan group of lawmakers introduced legislation 
based on the working group’s recommendations, but it 
never received a public hearing. A watered-down version 
of the bill advanced in the legislative process, but the final 
version makes the placement of cameras in resident rooms 
more difficult, prevents seniors from enforcing their rights 
in civil proceedings, maintains the status quo regarding 
arbitrary terminations from assisted living facilities, 
and stacks the deck in favor of the industry by allowing 
Minnesota to continue to be the only state that does not 
license assisted living facilities. AARP Minnesota and other 
stakeholders sent a scathing letter to Republican leadership 
expressing their anger with the lack of solutions.

Distracted Driving
Legislation to prohibit the hand-held use of cellular phones 
while driving stalled despite strong citizen advocacy and 
overwhelming public support. The bill prohibits the use 
of cell phones and navigation devices while driving—in 
motion, or as part of traffic, including use at stoplights 
—unless it is used in a hands-free mode. Exceptions are 
granted for emergencies and emergency responders. 
According to the Governors Highway Safety Association, 15 
states, D.C., Puerto Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands 
prohibit drivers from using hand-held cell phones while 
driving.


